Accounting Backend for Company XYZ

Specification Sheet, Updated January 1st, 1940

General Overview
The Company XYZ backend has been completely re-coded to both streamline current operations as well as provide future scalability.  The Subsidiary ABC backend is scheduled for a re-coding next.

The system allows a customer to sign up for a new account, and then to purchase widgets which give them the privilege to wash windows on a given street for a certain period of time.  Building owners are able to log in to the system to approve or decline permission for specific window washers.  Administrators can manage window washers, building owners, and many other aspects of the system.

The XYZ and ABC teams decided to break the accounting modules for both the XYZ and ABC back-ends out into separate programs.  This program will provide invoicing, inquiry, and payment management functions for both backend systems.

Specific Features
General Accounting

· Ability to group individual payments into invoices.  The system should present the user with a list of outstanding orders, and allow them to check off which orders should be grouped into a specific invoice.  This data is then stored in the invoice_data table of the corresponding backend.  Invoices sent to customers should be in the PDF format.

· Ability to enter payments against invoices, which then executes a MySQL query to change a flag in the pass_status and transaction_status fields for the pass_data and invoice_data tables.

· Ability to manually enter credits or debits against an invoice or against the general balance of an account.  If credits exist, a function should be present that can be called from the backend to check this value.  For example, as a pass is ordered, if a credit exists in the account system, the Subsidiary ABC ordering system will be able to query this value with a function similar to credit_exists($submitter_id), and respond accordingly.  For the purpose of this spec, the Subsidiary ABC code will be done by existing Company ABC staff, and the query function is to be done by the contractor.

Inquiries
· Ability to look up invoices by invoice number or customer.

· Ability to see unpaid invoices by customer or date.

· Site Owner Report, which includes all window washing agreements approved for the previous month, to be sent to the site owner.  This is queried against the window_washer_data table, which contains a date_approved integer field in a standard format.

· Ability to export any report into Excel, as a comma-delimited file.

Renewals
· Ability to see all window washing permits which are flagged to auto-renew (toggled in the permit_data table) for a specific date range.  The default will be for the next seven days.  These can then be checked off as payment is processed, and will be noted differently in the UI once completed.  Time will be added to the current permit once it is approved, using an update to the expire_date field in the permit_data table.

Affiliate Interaction
· Ability for an affiliate to login to the system using their existing login information stored in the user_data table.  From there, they would be able to enter credit card information.  This would be used for the purposes of automating data collection from the affiliate.

